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ITEM 5.  OTHER EVENTS. 
 
    On July 18, 2001 Vertex Pharmaceuticals Incorporated (the "Company") 
acquired Aurora Biosciences Corporation (Aurora) in a transaction which has been 
accounted for using the pooling-of-interests method. 
 
    For the 31-day period ending August 31, 2001 the Company generated 
consolidated total revenues of $13,901,000 and a net loss for the period of 
$4,136,000 or $0.06 per basic and diluted share including merger related costs 
of $886,000. The net loss for the period excluding merger related costs was 
$3,250,000 or $0.04 per basic and diluted share. 
 
    The results contained in this 31-day combined financial disclosure reflect 
the conforming of accounting policies between the Company and Aurora. In 
connection with the conforming of accounting policies, the Company elected to 
change its revenue recognition policy in the third quarter of 2001 retroactive 
to January 1, 2001. The Company will record the cumulative effect of this change 
in accounting principle as of January 1, 2001. The Company expects that this 
change will have a material effect on the anticipated financial results for the 
year ending December 31, 2001. 
 
    The financial information contained herein is being disclosed solely for the 
purpose of complying with Accounting Series Releases 130 and 135 as published by 
the Securities and Exchange Commission and is not necessarily indicative of the 
results of operations for any other period or the quarter ended September 30, 
2001. This disclosure is required in order for affiliates to be able to sell 
shares of the Company's common stock without impacting the Company's pooling of 
interest accounting for this acquisition. 
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                                   SIGNATURES 
 
    Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the 
Registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the 
undersigned hereunto duly authorized. 
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